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Some news from the Mayor
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The year 2020 certainly was a strange, difficult and painful year. Covid-19 brought
the world to its knees and our tiny island was not spared. In one way or another it
has hurt people, families and businesses in a very bad way.
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This pandemic has also hit our Local Council’s performance. Several activities that
used to be organised in the Council premises had to be cancelled. However, I must
point out the Local Council’s offices opened for services regularly, even during the
most difficult days, and here I must thank the Executive Secretary and the Council
staff for their dedication and commitment to serve even during such difficult times.
Even Council meetings were held regularly, and for this I must thank my hard working
and determined fellow councillors.
Some news on what we have been doing in the interim:
Embellishment works and Capital Projects
Embellishment works in Pjazza Uqija have been completed. The area has been tiled,
new lights and benches were installed, and six trees were planted.
We have just started embellishment works in Triq is-Sidra. In each of the corners
Sidra/Gejza, Sidra/Sirk and Sidra/Gabillott we shall be planting trees. These are oneway roads and hence they will not be obstructing the flow of traffic. We shall also be
resurfacing part of the road.
Plans have been finalised, permits obtained, tenders awarded for the enlargement and
embellishment of Gnien Esprit Barthet in Victoria Gardens. We are waiting for the
specific funds to be allocated.
– continued next page
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The club house in Gnien Maurice Caruana Curran is going to be extended. The footprint will remain the same but
we shall be building an additional floor. These premises will be used by our sports organisations. Once again, plans,
permits and funds are in hand. Some technical issues need to be sorted out with the authorities.
It is the council’s intention to restore and preserve the few remaining rubble walls in Madliena. We have obtained
EU funds to restore part of the rubble walls in Madliena Road (opposite Fort Madliena). Once again works should
commence shortly.
We have prepared plans to embellish part of Ibrag Road, precisely from Triq il-Kejla till Panificio, (a few meters
further down from the bus stop). We plan to tile the whole area, plant trees or shrubs in the corners of Triq M.
Pjanta and Triq il-Kwarta and around the bus stop. New lighting is planned too. We will shortly apply for the
necessary permits and funding.
In the case of Swieqi Road we wish to embellish this road by removing all the overhead wires that make the road
look so shabby, and install elegant lighting. We have already spoken to Enemalta about this project and they are
prepared to assist us.
There are other projects in the pipeline, such as the construction of an indoor multi-purpose sports court and the
planting of more trees in the locality.
Road works, security and overdevelopment are the main challenges faced by the Local Council.
Road works - We have supplied Infrastructure Malta with a list of roads that are in an awful situation and others
that are deteriorating rapidly.
Security - We have been blessed with the introduction of Community Policing. We are working closely with them
and we are convinced that their presence and constant patrolling will help to improve security in the locality.
Overdevelopment - This, in my opinion, is the biggest challenge that the locality is facing. I used to say that the
locality was under development siege. I now say that the locality has been raped. The population has risen to over
16,000 and we are now in the top 8 list of the most populated localities in Malta. There is no balance between
accessibility into and out of the locality or between the population and open spaces and sports facilities. We vet
every planning application in the locality, and we have objected to and even appealed against several applications
that did not respect planning rules.
As you can see from my report and the reports presented by my fellow Councillors, this Council is actively working
to improve the quality of life in the locality. We heartily thank residents for their support, encouragement and
patience. We appreciate your participation and suggestions.
May I take this occasion to wish all a new year that will see us return to normality. Stay safe.

– Noel Muscat, Mayor

Useful information
Permits for machinery (skips/cranes/lifters etc) can be obtained online through this website (3 days before
permit date): https://swieqi.permitsystem.online (clickable link)
OR by visiting our offices Monday to Friday between 08:00 and noon or on Saturday between 08:00 and
11:00 (at least 24hrs before the permit date).
Payments for fines (LESA) can be paid online through https://les.gov.mt (clickable link)
OR by visiting our offices Monday to Friday between 08:00 and noon or on Saturday between 08:00 and
11:00. Preferred payment method: Cheque (due to bank policy).
Payments related to MTA and LANDS can be made at our offices from Monday to Friday between 08:00
and noon or on Saturday between 08:00 and 11:00. Preferred payment method: Cheque (due to bank
policy).
Page 2

What is this magazine about? – Rowena Scicluna, Councillor
To say that 2020 has been a very unusual year would be a gross understatement! We intended issuing our
usual printed magazine, planned for around March/April, and then the Covid-19 pandemic was upon us and
upended everyone’s carefully-laid plans! Whatever we took for granted became a danger. Surfaces, money,
loved ones all became potential vessels for this insipid virus, and even family and friends had to be avoided!
Following the health authorities’ advice, we had no choice but to shelve the magazine, as it was not
recommended to handle paper. Unfortunately, the situation has not changed, and almost one year on, we are
still in the thick of the pandemic. Since we wanted to keep in touch with our fellow-residents, we decided on
issuing a short electronic newsletter. We are still in the throes of this pandemic, and all safety measures still
prevail, but through this eMagazine, will be updating you on what has been done between one issue and
another. As one can imagine, it has been a very hectic time, trying to cope with the new scenario, and the
additional logistical work that it entailed. The Council staff deserves total praise for the way they overcame
hurdles and have been handling the situation from day one.
In March we set up a group of volunteers who put their name forward to help in the community. These
volunteers helped with shopping for the elderly or the housebound, sometimes even with special requests,
and not a single word of complaint was heard! I wish to thank all of them heartily, because though we might
have our fair share of problems within our locality, this group has proven that the community spirit is alive and
kicking in Swieqi!
In July we applied for funds through the LC Care Fund, and towards the end of November, through the Ministry
for Agriculture, Fisheries & Animal Rights, we were awarded a generous sum and vouchers towards helping cat
feeders and neuterers in our locality. This was much welcomed, and will go a long way in easing the financial
burden of the Swieqi cat carers, some of whom have since moved out of Swieqi but continue to come here to
feed “our” cats out of sheer dedication.
So many planned events had to be cancelled this year, indoor as well as outdoor events, Christmas events, art
sessions, sports events, the regular SwieqiFest. We did an online version of this, which was a first for any Local
Council. If you missed it, you can watch it here. (clickable link).
I hope you all had a good start to the new year, and may 2021 be kinder to us all! Please keep yourselves and
your loved ones safe!

Gieh is-Swieqi Awards
- Theresa Valentino, Councillor
The Is-Swieqi Local Council had long been wishing to have the
Gieh is-Swieqi Awards at which Swieqi citizens who were
exemplary to society in their daily lives or in other achievements
were to be given public recognition. As a result, the first Gieh isSwieqi Awards were held in 2019. Little did we know then that
the world was going to be facing a pandemic the following year,
forcing us to move the planned date of the Awards Ceremony of
2020, and having only very few guests attending. In spite of the
situation, last year’s ceremony turned out to be a simple but
special ceremony where we honoured the citizens who were
nominated by their fellow citizens for carrying out their duties
and responsibilities in an exemplary manner.
The year 2021 is still in a pandemic situation but with some light
at the end of the tunnel in the shape of the vaccine. The plan for
this year is for us to issue the call for nominations quite soon.
The adjudication will be done, and then circumstances, as
dictated by the pandemic situation, will decide what form the
Awards Ceremony will take.

Gieh is-Swieqi Awards 2020
I would like to urge citizens to participate in
nominating fellow citizens in order to identify people
who are deserving of recognition. I am pleased to say
that the past two years have given us nominations of
people from different walks of life, and all deserving
of recognition. The choice is in the hands of each and
every one of us. The Is-Swieqi Local Council
appreciates your participation.
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The Swieqi Local Council is continuously working on improving the quality of life of residents. Very much
aware of the increase in traffic and its effect on the quality of air around us, a number of projects have been
carried out, and more are being planned, to give more freshness to our streets. These projects are being
carried out thanks to the support and collaboration of the Planning Authority and funded through the
Planning Development Fund. One such example is the corner of Triq Tal-Ibrag with Triq Tal-Franciz, where
what was once an open and wide corner has now been transformed into a quaint green area, complete with
a tree, evergreen shrubs and benches which are now being used by residents. In Pjazza Uqija, the road has
been paved and new trees and shrubs have been planted, paving the way, if ever required, for this Pjazza to
be used for open-air activities for the residents.

Pjazza Uqija embellishment

Embellishment at Triq Tal-Ibrag c/wTriq Tal-Franciz

Separate to the above, we have planted several other trees and shrubs, such as in Triq is-Swieqi and Triq ilQasam, and Triq Tal-Ibrag, near the ex-Halland, where we planted 5 trees and shrubs, and another two in
lower Triq Tal-Ibrag. We also installed a large number of shrubs in Triq l-Gharbiel. We are currently
embellishing Triq is-Sidra, where we plan to plant trees/shrubs in the corners of Sidra/Gejza, Sidra/Sirk and
Sidra/Gabillott.

Trees planted in Upper Triq Tal-Ibrag

Planters in
Triq l-Gharbiel

Tree in Triq il-Kartocc
c/w Triq il-Kwarta

Tree in Triq il-Kejla
c/w Triq Tal-Ibrag
c/w Triq Tal-Ibrag
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Active Agers can’t wait
to be Active again –
Theresa Valentino,
Councillor
This past year has been a really crazy
one. It’s the year when Covid19 has
taken over our lives and wreaked
havoc in our day to day living.
Since I have had the responsibility of taking
care of the wellbeing of Senior Citizens, it
has always been my pleasure to plan and
see what can be done by the Council to
make the lives of our dear senior citizens as
pleasant as can be. For the last few years, I
would meet with Miriam Decelis and Lucia
Vassallo around mid-summer when
together we would prepare a programme of
activities for senior citizens for the coming season.
We all enjoyed and looked forward to our monthly outings
around various places of interest in Malta and Gozo.
We also had monthly talks on subjects of interest. More and
more people were keeping themselves fit and active by
attending the Tai Chi, Dance Fitness, Pilates and Line Dancing
classes at the Local Council premises. A group of us also did
Musical Theatre which we enjoyed so much, while also
having the opportunity to perform in old people’s homes
bringing joy to the people who were residents here. Of
course, this all meant that we got to meet each other and
enjoy being together.
Alas this has all been suspended for the time being, and we
are having to spend more time at home and in more isolation
because of the risk of the transmission
of the Covid virus.

This Christmas was a particularly
tough one as we refrained from meeting lots of
people in the same house at the same time. Alas,
there was no Christmas party for us senior citizens
organised by the Council.
But, please remember that we are all in this together.
This situation will not go on forever, but for now it is
essential we protect ourselves by being physically
socially distant while making up for this by coming
together through the phone and internet. It is hard
for us all, no doubt about that. We all want to hug our
children and grandchildren, our parents, our relatives
and friends. This year, hugging has got to be a virtual
affair. If we are careful now, we have a lot to look
forward to later on.
As soon as we have the green light, I promise that I
will go all out to bring as many activities as possible
for our senior citizens. The Council Community Hall
will become a hub of activity and we will all start
meeting and going out together all over again.
Just can’t wait! So, as we choose to practice social
distancing let’s keep in mind that before long life will
revert to normal, and social distancing will become a
thing of the past.

For now, be safe and look after
yourselves.
More than ever, I wish and hope that
everyone will be able to put away the
year 2020 and welcome a new lease of
life later on this year.
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Imagination has no age, and dreams are forever!
– Paul Fenech, Councillor
The Swieqi Arts Group covers both the performing and visual
arts, including music and culture. The group is open to all ages –
both children and adults. Various events are organised including
monthly talks by different guest speakers on varied topics. The Art
Group also hosts art exhibitions, competitions with different
themes, and children's arts and crafts activities. We encourage
our members to participate as this gives them the golden
opportunity to express themselves freely. 'Let your imagination
rule your mind – It is important to remember that we all have
magic inside of us.'
Due to the COVID-19 virus all our social events were put on hold. However we boosted Art and Multimedia
Competitions, giving our participants all possibilities to experiment in different mediums using oil paints,
watercolours, acrylic paints, graphite pencils, charcoal, and pastels (oil and chalk pastels).
These were some of the activities during 2020: Carnival Art and Craft Session, Art Analysis talk, Children’s
String Orchestra class on Fridays, and Easter Art Competition. Beautiful Easter themed paintings were shared
from various local renowned artists. Seasons competitions of Spring and Summer – ‘The View from my
Window’ and ‘Hope and Courage – BEE HOPEFUL’ Infiorata, Mother's Day greetings, Pick of the Day paintings,
online demonstrations on crafts making, and ideas for preparing gifts and cards for Father's Day, amongst
other informative posts. Skills crafts were shared, giving the opportunity for parents and children to work
together. A group gathering was held with our artists, observing social distancing, finding the new way forward
till we can actually all be together as usual!
This year our artists contributed with paintings and ceramics during the online SwieqiFest 2020 event. Our last
theme for this year is ‘Believe in the Magic of Christmas.’ Remember the best thing you can give someone
this season is your love and kindness…always be kind!
We strongly recommend music for the younger set. Professor Kristina Dimic looks after the Swieqi Strings
Orchestra.
On a different note, warmest Congratulations go to our Swieqi Councillor Paul Fenech for winning the
prestigious award “Premju Anzjanita’ Kulturali 2020.” Indeed an honour for our Swieqi Local Council.
Our page shares all sorts of educational material, recycling, plants and nature care, and looking after the
environment amongst others.
If you can
Councillor Paul Fenech, together with the
dream it,
group’s President Ronald Muscat Azzopardi,
you can
group Organiser Asha Caroline Caruana and
do it!
group Co-ordinator Mario Caruana hope all
our residents had a very Happy and Blessed
Christmas. “May the true spirit of Christmas
shine in your heart and light your path.”

Please click on Swieqi Arts Group and
follow our page for updates and
activities.
Feel free to join our fun group, where
we share, learn and support
everyone's valuable contributions!
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